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Execute Erector P.O. BOX 27255
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Memorandum

To: County Boards of Elections

September 19, 2012

Re: POLITICAL SIGNS

This memorandum is designed to give you answers for inquiries concerning political signs
that you might receive from the public and candidates. Feel free to share this document
with others.

Complaints about signs

Political signs on DOT right-of-ways are now allowed by GS 136-32. Signs are allowed to
be placed on these right of-ways 30 days prior toone-stop voting starting. They are tobe
removed 10 days after the election. Also there are some restrictions on the placement.
The Statute is set out below. Complaints about thetiming ofplacing, removal, and
location ofplacement are not matters for a county board of elections or the State Board.
Have the citizen refer those complaints to your local DOT District Office. Information on
contacting the DOT District Offices is set out at the end of this document. Citizens can

also call the NCDOT toll free at (877)368-4968 duringnormal business hours. Links to
District Offices can be found on the NCDOT website at

http://www.ncdot.gov/contact/countvcontacts.html?name=*

§136-32. Regulation of signs.
(a) Commercial Signs. - No unauthorized person shall erect or maintain upon any

highway any warning or direction sign, marker, signal or light or imitation of any official
sign, marker, signal or light erected under the provisions of G.S. 136-30, except in cases of
emergency. No person shall erect or maintain upon any highway any traffic or highway sign
or signal bearing thereon any commercial or political advertising, except as provided in
subsections (b) through (e] of this section: Provided, nothing in this section shall be
construed to prohibit the erection or maintenance of signs, markers, or signals bearing

Location: 441 North Harrington Street . Raleigh, North Carolina 27603 • (919) 733-7173
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thereon the name of an organization authorized to erect the same by the Department of
Transportation or by any local authority referred to in G.S. 136-31. Any person who shall
violate any of the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The
Department of Transportation may remove any signs erected without authority or allowed
to remain beyond the deadline established insubsection (b) ofthis section.

(b) Compliant Political Signs Permitted. - During the period beginning on the 30*
day before the beginning date of"one-stop" early voting under G.S. 163-227.2 and ending
on the 10th day after the primary or election day, persons may place political signs in the
right-of-way of the State highway system as provided in this section. Signs must be placed
in compliance with subsection (d) of this section and must be removed by the end of the
period prescribed in this subsection.

(c) Definition. - For purposes of this section, "political sign" means any sign that
advocates for political action. The term does not include a commercial sign.

(d) Sign Placement. - The permittee must obtain the permission ofany property
owner of a residence, business, or religious institution fronting the right-of-way where a
sign would beerected. Signs must be placed in accordance with thefollowing:

(1) No sign shall be permitted in the right-of-way of a fully controlled access
highway.

(2) No sign shall be closer than three feet from the edge of the pavement of
the road.

(3) No sign shall obscure motorist visibility at an intersection.
(4) No sign shall be higher than 42 inches above the edge of the pavement of

the road.

(5) No sign shall be larger than864square inches.
(6) No sign shall obscure or replace another sign.

(e) Penalties for Unlawful Removal of Signs. - It is a Class 3 misdemeanor for a
person to steal, deface, vandalize, or unlawfully remove a political sign that is lawfully
placed under this section.

(f) Application Within Municipalities. - Pursuant to Article 8of Chapter 160A of the
General Statutes, a city may by ordinance prohibit or regulate the placement ofpolitical
signs on rights-of-way of streets located within the corporate limits of a municipality and
maintainecT by the municipality. In the absence of an ordinance prohibiting or regulating
the placement of political signs on the rights-of-way of streets located within amunicipality
and maintained by the municipality, the provisions of subsections (b) through (e) of this
section shall aoply. (1921, c. 2, s. 9(b); C.S., s. 3846(r); 1927, c. 148, ss. 56, 58; 1933, c. 172,
s. 17; 1957, c. 65, s. 11; 1973, c. 507, s. 5; 1977, c. 464, s. 7.1; 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c.
1030, s. 39; 1993, c. 539, s. 981; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 2011-408, s. 1.)

Generally, the placement of political signs on private property is allowed without
restrictions. This is aform of political speech protected by the First Amendment. However^
there are afew municipalities and counties that have ordinances dealing with the timing of
sign placement, where asign can be placed and when it needs to be removed. Any violation
of such ordinance should be directed to the political body which passed it, and not a county
elections office.
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Unlawful removal of signs

GS 14-384 makes it amisdemeanojr to remove lawfully placed signs, including political
signs. Complaints as to this issue should be directed to law enforcement authorities by the
complaining citizen. There is also a provision in GS 136-32 that makes it a misdemeanor to
remove lawfully placed signs on right-of- ways. These alleged crimes should also be
reported to local law enforcement:by the complaining citizen.

§ 14-384. Injuring notices and advertisements.
If any person shall wantonly or maliciously mutilate, deface, pull or tear down, destroy

or otherwise damage any notice, sign or advertisement, unless immoral or obscene,
whether put up by an officer ofthe law in performance of the duties ofhis office orby some
other person for a lawful purpose, before the object for which such notice, sign or
advertisement was posted shall have been accomplished, he shall be guilty of a Class 3
misdemeanor. Nothing herein contained shall apply to any person mutilating, defacing,
pulling or tearing down, destroying or otherwise damaging notices, signs or
advertisements put upon his own' land or lands of which he may have charge or control,
unless consent of such person to put up such notice, sign or advertisement shall have first
been obtained, except those put up by an officer of the law in the performance of the duties
of his office. (1885, c. 302; Rev., s. 3709; C.S., s. 4503; 1993, c. 539, s. 256; 1994, Ex. Sess., c.
24, s. 14(c).)

Proper disclosure or legend on a sign
» o s—

Refer to the current Campaign Finance Manual produced by our Campaign Finance Division
and posted on the State Board website for the disclosure/legend requirements on signs.
The information on signs is found at pages 107 and 108. Alegend is required on billboards
and portable signs, but is not required on yard signs, window posters, and barn sides
designed for use on buildings. Refer to the Campaign Finance Manual for more detail. Make
sure any complaints about sign disclosure/legends are made in writing and refer that
complaint to our Campaign Finance Division.

NCDOT CONTACTS

Alamance P.O.Box 766 Graham, NC 27253

Alexander 124 Prison Camp Rd. Statesville, NC 28625

Alleghany P.O.Box 558 Elkin, NC 28621

Anson 130 S.Sutherland Monroe, NC 28112
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Ashe

Avery

Beaufort

Bertie

Bladen

Brunswick

Buncombe

Burke

Cabarrus

Caldwell

Camden

Carteret

Caswell

Catawba

Chatham

Cherokee

Chowan

Clay

Cleveland

Columbus

Craven

Cumberland

P.O.Box 250 North Wilkesboro, NC 28659

P.O.Box 1460 Boone, NC 28607

1701 W. 5th St. Washington, NC 27889

230 NC 42 West Ahoskie, NC 27910

P.O.Box 27 Whiteville, NC 28472

300 Division Rd. Wilmington, 28401

P.O.Box 3279 Asheville, NC 28802

3931 NC 226S Marion, NC 28752

615 Concord Rd.(NC 73) Albemarle, NC 28001

P.O.Box 1460 Boone, NC 28607

1929 North Road St. Elizabeth City, NC 27909

209 South Glenburnie Rd. New Bern, NC 28560

P.O.Box 2513 Reidsville, NC 27323-2513

1031 E. Gaston Street Lincolnton, NC 28082

P.O.Box 1164 Asheboro, NC 27204

191 Robbinsville Rd. Andrews, NC 28901

1300 US HWY 64 West Plymouth, NC 27962

191 Robbinsville Rd.Andrews, NC 28901

P.O.Box 47 Shelby, NC 28151-0047

P.O.Box 27 Whiteville, NC 28472

209 South Glenburnie Rd. New Bern, NC 28560

P.O.Box 1150 Fayetteville, NC 28302
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Currituck

Dare

Davidson

Davie

Duplin

Durham

Edgecombe

Forsyth

Franklin

Gaston

Gates

Graham

Granville

Greene

Guilford

Halifax

Harnett

Haywood

Henderson

Hertford

Hoke

Hvde

1929 North Road St. Elizabeth City, NC 27909

1929 North Road St. Elizabeth City, NC 27909

4770 South Main St. Salisbury, NC 28147

375 Silas Creek Parkway Winston-Salem, NC 27127

220 North Blvd. Clinton, 28328

815 Stadium Dr. Durham, NC 27704-2713

14194 HWY 903 Halifax, NC 27839

375 Silas Creek Parkway Winston-Salem, NC 27127

321 Gillburg Rd. Henderson, NC 27537

P.O.Box 47 Shelby, NC 28151-0047

1929 North Road St. Elizabeth City, NC 27909

191 Robbinsville Rd. Andrews, NC 28901

815 Stadium Dr. Durham, NC 27704-2713

1629 Hwy. 258 South Kinston, NC 28504

P.O.Box 14996 Greensboro, NC 27415-4996

14194 HWY 903 Halifax, NC 27839

P.O.Box 1150 Fayetteville, NC 28302

P.O.Box 250 Bryson, NC 28713

4142 Haywood Rd. Horse Shoe, NC 28742

230 NC 42 West Ahoskie, NC 27910

P.O.Box 1067 Aberdeen, NC 28315

1300 US HWY 64 West Plymouth, NC 27962



Iredell

Jackson

Johnston

I ones

Lee

Lenoir

Lincoln

Macon

Madison

Martin

McDowell

Mecklenburg

Mitchell

Montgomery

Moore

Mash

Mew Hanover

Northampton

Onslow

Orange

Pamlico

Pasquotank

124Prison Camp Rd. Statesville, NC 28625

P.O.Box 250 Bryson, NC 28713

2671 US 70 West Goldsboro, NC 27530

1629 Hwy. 258 SouthKinston, NC 28504

P.O.Box 1067 Aberdeen, NC 28315

1629Hwy. 258South Kinston, NC 28504

1031 E. GastonStreet Lincolnton, NC 28082

191 Robbinsville Rd.Andrews, NC 28901

P.O.Box 3279 Asheville, NC 28802

1300 US HWY 64 West Plymouth, NC 27962

3931 MC 226S Marion, NC 28752

7605 District Drive Charlotte, NC 28213

3931 NC 226S Marion, NC 28752

219 Clemmer Rd. Rockingham, NC 28379

P.O.Box1067 Aberdeen, NC 28315

3013 US 64-A Nashville, NC 27856

300 Division Rd.Wilmington, 28401

230 NC 42 West Ahoskie, NC 27910

295-A Wilmington Hwy. Jacksonville, NC 28540

P.O.Box 766 Graham, NC 27253

209South Glenburnie Rd. New Bern, NC 28560

1929 North Road St. Elizabeth City, NC 27909



Pender

Perquimans

Person

Pitt

Polk

Randolph

Richmond

Robeson

Rockingham

Rowan

Rutherford

Sampson

Scotland

Stanly

Stokes

Surry

Swain

Transylvania

Tyrrell

Union

Vance

Wake

295-A Wilmington Hwy. Jacksonville, NC 28540

1929 North Road St. Elizabeth City, NC 27909

815 Stadium Dr. Durham, NC 27704-2713

1701 W. 5th St. Washington, NC 27889

4142 Haywood Rd. Horse Shoe, NC 28742

P.O.Box 1164 Asheboro, NC 27204

219 Clemmer Rd. Rockingham, NC 28379

P.O.Box 2157 Lumberton, NC 28359

P.O.Box 2513 Reidsville, NC 27323-2513

4770 South Main St. Salisbury, NC 28147

3931 NC 226S Marion, NC 28752

220 North Blvd. Clinton, 28328

219 Clemmer Rd. Rockingham, NC 28379

615 Concord Rd.(NC 73) Albemarle, NC 28001

375 Silas Creek Parkway Winston-Salem, NC 27127

P.O.Box 558 Elkin,NC 28621

P.O.Box 250 Bryson, NC 28713

4142 Haywood Rd. Horse Shoe, NC 28742

1300 US HWY 64 West Plymouth, NC 27962

130 S.Sutherland Monroe, NC 28112

321 Gillburg Rd. Henderson, NC 27537

4009 District Drive Raleigh, NC 27607



Warren

Washington

Watauga

Wayne

Wilkes

Wilson

Yadkin

Yancev

321 Gillburg Rd. Henderson, NC 27537

1300 US HWY 64 West Plymouth, NC 27962

P.O.Box1460 Boone, NC 28607

2671 US 70 West Goldsboro, NC 27530

P.O.Box 250 North Wilkesboro, NC 28659

3013 US 64-A Nashville, NC 27856

P.O.Box 558 Elkin,NC 28621

P.O.Box 3279 Asheville, NC 28802



2012 Version

Littering Statutes for Political Candidates in North Carolina

§ 14-156. Injuring fixtures and other property of electric-power companies.
It shall be unlawful for any person willfully and wantonly, and without the consent of the owner, to
take down, remove, injure, obstruct, displace or destroy any line erected or constructed for the
transmission of electrical current, or any poles, towers, wires, conduits, cables, insulators or any
support upon which wires or cables may be suspended, or any part of any such line or
appurtenances or apparatus connected therewith, or to sever any wire or cable thereof, or in any
manner to interrupt the transmission of electrical current over and along any such line, or to take
down, remove, injure or destroy any house, shop, building or other structure or machinery
connected with or necessary to the use of any line erected or constructed for the transmission of
electrical current, or to wantonly or willfully cause injury to any of the property mentioned in this
section by means of fire. Any person violating any of the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a
Class 2 misdemeanor. (1907, c. 919; C.S., s. 4328; 1993, c. 539, s. 94; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

§ 136-32. Regulation of signs.
(a) Commercial Signs. - No unauthorized person shall erect or maintain upon any highway any warning
or direction sign, marker, signal or light or imitation of any official sign, marker, signal or light erected
under the provisions of G.S. 136-30, except in cases of emergency. No person shall erect or maintain
upon any highway any traffic or highway sign or signal bearing thereon any commercial or political
advertising, except as provided in subsections (b) through (e) of this section: Provided, nothing in this
section shall be construed to prohibit the erection or maintenance of signs, markers, or signals bearing
thereon the name of an organization authorized to erect the same by the Department of Transportation
or by any local authority referred to in G.S. 136-31. Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of
this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The Department of Transportation may remove any
signs erected without authority or allowed to remain beyond the deadline established in subsection (b)
of this section.

(b) Compliant Political Signs Permitted. - During the period beginning on the 30th day before the
beginning date of "one-stop" early voting under G.S. 163-227.2 and ending on the 10thday after the
primary or election day, persons may place political signs in the right-of-way of the State highway
system as provided in this section. Signs must be placed in compliance with subsection (d) of this
section and must be removed by the end of the period prescribed in this subsection.
(c) Definition. - For purposes of this section, "political sign" means any sign that advocates for
political action. The term does not include a commercial sign.
(d) Sign Placement. - The permittee must obtain the permission of any property owner of a
residence, business, or religious institution fronting the right-of-way where a sign would be erected.
Signs must be placed in accordance with the following:
(1) No sign shall be permitted in the right-of-way of a fully controlled access highway.
(2) No sign shall be closer than three feet from the edge of the pavement of the road.
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(3) No sign shall obscure motorist visibility at an intersection.
(4) No sign shall be higher than 42 inches above the edge of the pavement of the road.
(5) No sign shall be larger than 864 square inches.
(6) No sign shall obscure or replace another sign.
(e) Penalties for Unlawful Removal of Signs. - It is a Class 3 misdemeanor for a person to steal,
deface, vandalize, or unlawfully remove a political sign that is lawfully placed underthis section.
(f) Application Within Municipalities. - Pursuant to Article 8 of Chapter 160A of the General
Statutes, a city may by ordinance prohibit or regulate the placement of political signs on
rights-of-way ofstreets located within the corporate limits of a municipality and maintained by the
municipality. In the absence of an ordinance prohibiting or regulating the placement of political
signs on the rights-of-way of streets located within a municipality and maintained by the
municipality, the provisions of subsections (b) through (e) of this section shall apply. (1921, c. 2, s.
9(b); C.S., s. 3846(r); 1927, c. 148, ss. 56, 58; 1933, c. 172, s. 17; 1957, c. 65, s. 11; 1973, c. 507, s. 5;
1977, c. 464, s. 7.1; 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 1030, s. 39; 1993, c. 539, s. 981; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24,
s. 14(c); 2011-408, s. 1.)

19A NCAC 02E .0415 Advertising signs within right of way
It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to erect or place any advertising or other
sign, except regulation traffic and warning signs approved by the Department of Transportation, on
any highway or the right of way thereof, or so as to overhang the right of way, or to permit the
erection or placing ofany advertising or other sign, as herein prohibited, on a n y highway right of
way which is situated over any land owned, rented, leased or claimed by such person, firm or
corporation . It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or other corporation that has erected, or
placed, or permitted to be erected or placed, any advertising or other sign, as herein prohibited, or
for any person, firm or corporation owning, renting, leasing or claiming any land over which a
highway or highway right of way is situated, and on which highway or highway right of way any
advertising or other sign has been erected or placed, to allow such advertising or other signs to
remain o n state highwayor right of way thereof.
History Note: Authority G.S. 136-18(10); 136-30;
Eff. July 1, 1978.



•

CAMPAIGN SIGNS

As most citizens are aware, there are numerous regulations and policies
aimed at keeping North Carolina safe and beautiful.

Political candidates and committees will be doing their share if they instruct
their campaign workers not to place signs on public property. And they will be
helping save and protect citizens lives. Some of the signs can block motorists
view or oncoming traffic which could result in a serious or even fatal accident.

State statute (G.S. 136-22) entitled, "Other Than Official Sians Prohibited"
• prohibits all'but official highway•signs.-.om State highway rights-of-way In-

addition, the North Carolina Board of Transportation several years ago
adopted an ordinance prohibiting the placement of advertising signs within
highway rights of way.

The Division of Highway field employees are instructed to remove all sians
illegally placed within state highway rights-of-way. Such signs are taken to
local maintenance offices for storage until they are claimed.

Most counties and cities have ordinances regulating the placement and
removal or signs within public rights-of-way. Some issue citations and assess
a penalty tor each sign as a separate offense.

You are urged to contact each local government to determine its exact laws.
The cost of the signs and the bad publicity of signs in violation may be an
unwelcome burden to your committee.

Issued by the Campaign Reporting Office
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TOWN OF BELWfQOD
916 BELWOOD LAWNDALE RD.

LAYiNDALE, NORTH CAROUNA 2^090

May 11,2007

MAV ] l 2007
Ms. Debra Blanton

Cleveland County Beard ofElections
PO box 1299

Shelby, NC 2S151

Dear Debra:

The commissioners for the Town ofBelwood voted unanimously to ask candidates not topostsigns on
town property at the intersectionof Belwood LawndaJeRoad and Carpenter's Grove ChurchRoad.

This is a verydangerous and busy intersection. Thesigns block theview with the traffic entering the
intersection from the highway 18 traffic.

Signs may be placed beyond the 50' mark at the polling place. Tne signs should be removed the day
afrer the election.

Sincerely,

Lorene Richards

Clerk
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§131.124 SIGNS PERMITTED WITHOUTAZONING PERMIT.
The following signs and devices shall be permitted Without the issuance of ezoning permit.

displayed In compliance wiin ye"c-- '
hours of the close of voting.

and mailboxes.Q****-*« Handicapped signs es rehired by the Orleans Wi, DisaoUities Act.

ign
window.

•_ T^norarv sians subject to the following limitations:(L) Temporarysigns, iempoiary signa =- j

Type (temporary)

Political

On-premises (real-estate ^ _
sale/lease/rent/ of one or two family
dwelling or lot) ^^______:___

Off-premises (real-estate
sale/lease/rent/ of one or two family
dwelling or lot) ^

On-oremises (real-estate
sale/lease/rent/ of other than one or two
family dwelling or lot)

Off-premises (real-estate
sale/lease/rent/ of other than one or two
family dwelling or lot)

Non-residential (such as commercial,
industrial)

No,

Maximum

copy area
(sq.ft.)

32

32

Maximum

heigM if
freestanding
(vert, ft.)

14

10

Maximum display
time

60 days prior to
election

Until sale closed or
rent/lease
transaction finalized

Until sale closed or
rent/lease
transaction finalized

Until sale closed or
rent/lease
transaction finalized

Until sale closed or
rent/lease
transaction finalized

Seven days in any
consecutive 90 day
period

• • B^r*M««ihq«3tion shall beconsidered in violation of theTemporary signs which do not meet the provisions of ^^S^°™rary (special event of acivic or non-chap?e;. OnlfTemporary (political),W^Jg S^lbe Illuminated. Temporary
profit organization) signs shall be^^^^'iS^tosL sign ceased to exist.signs shall be removed within nve days from the date tne purpos
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ARTICLE XIV. SIGNS* Page 1 of4

//Cleveland County, North Carolina/CODE OF ORDINANCES County of CLEVELAND,
NORTH CAROLINA Codified through Amendment ofApril 1, 2008. (Supplement No '
36)/Chapter 12 UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCES/ARTICLE XIV. SIGNS*

ARTICLE XIV. SIGNS*

'Editor's note: Amd. of June 17, 2003 changed the title of Art. XIV from off-premise signs to signs.
Cross references: Street signs, § 9-40 et seq.

Sec. 12-281. Permit required for signs.

(a) Except.as otherwise provided in subsection (c) no off-premise sign may be constructed
erected, moved, enlarged, illuminated or substantially altered in the unincorporated areas of the
county not subject to municipal zoning except in accordance with the provisions of this section
Mere repainting or changing the message of a sign shall not, in and of itself, be considered a
substantial alteration.

(b) Off-premise signs not exempted under the provisions referenced in subsection (c) may be
constructed, erected, moved, enlarged, illuminated, or substantially'altered only in accordance
with a sign permit issued by the administrator.

(1) Sign permit applications and sign permits shall be governed by the same provisions
ofthis chapter which are applicable to zoning-permits.

(c) The following signs are exempt from regulation under this section.

(1) Signs not exceeding three (3) square feet in area that are customarily associated
with residential use and that are not of a commercial nature, such as signs aiving
property identification names or numbers or names ofoccupants, signs on mailboxes or
newspaper tubes, and signs posted on private property relating to private parking or
warning the public against trespassing or danger from animals.

(2) Signs erected by or on behalf of or pursuant to the authorization of a governmental
body, including legal notices, identification, informational, traffic, directional, orrequlaton/ '
signs. ° J

(3) Official signs of a noncommercial nature and message erected by public utilities.
(4) Flags, pennants, or insignia of any governmental or nonprofit organization when not
displayed in connection with a commercial promotion or as an advertising device
provided such signs, etc., shall not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in surface area.
(5) Signs erected in connection with elections or political campaians. Such sians shall
not exceed sixteen (16) square feet in surface area and shall be removed within three
(3) days following the election or conclusion of the campaign. •

(6) Existing conforming signs listed for taxation with the county tax assessor as of
January, 1991.

(/) Signs not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet sh;
accordance with the following standards:

be exempted if constructed in



ARTICLE XIV. SIGNS:
Pa?e2of4

M> COUrVV

GPxAPHIC 1 INK:Click here

Sec. 12-282. Sign standards.
All off-premises signs, not exempted under the provisions of section 12-281 (c), shall conform to

the following standards:
(1) Sians shall be spaced at least one thousand (1,000) feet apart from each other
whether on the same side or opposite sides of the road, such distance being measured

. along the centeriine of said road perpendicular to each sign. Any sign ^f*™^n™
hundred (400) feet of the right-of-way of said road shall be deemed to be located Jong
said road (regardless of the road upon which the sign fronts).
(2) The total area of asingle display shall not exceed three hundred.twenty*e (32^
square feet, including any border or trim used or any adverting^^^^g
on the base or apron of a side of any .sign, ihe total display area m.y be increased to
four hundred- (400) square feet along an interstate highway.
(3) Off-premises signs may have displays on two (2) sides if^^^^ ^
same base, but not more than one (1) principal message boardI per sde shall be
allowed The combined area of two (2) message boards on one (1 side shall not exceed
tree hundred twenty-five (325) square feet or four hundred (400) square feet,alongan
interstate highway. Message boards on the same side shall be separated no more than
three (3) feet vertically and two (2) feet horizontally. V-snaped signs_shall^also be
considered as one (1) sign only if the display boards are located no farther th.n fifteen
(15) feet from each other.
(4) Maximum permitted height of thirty-five (35) feet as measured P^P^^^
the centeriine grade of the road. The maximum-permitted height may be increased Lo
fifty (50) feet along an interstate highway.
(5) Maximum permitted length of forty (40) feet per message board.
(6) Off-premises signs may either be lighted or luminous provided that no illumination
or lighting is flashing, intermittent or moving.
(7) Lighting shall be effectively shielded as to prevent beams or ^ oflight frorr.being
directed at any portion of the traveled ways of the road or any residential dwellings and
whin are of such intensity or brilliance as to cause glare and to impair the visioni of the
driver of any motor vehicle, or which otherwise interferes with any drivers operation of a
motor vehicle or the effectiveness of an official traffic sign, device, or signal.
(8) The following setback requirements shall be measured from any adjoining rights-of-
way or property lines:

TABLE INSET:

Residential district boundary

Four lane limited access highway

Other public roads

Principal building

= 300'

= 50'

= 30"

= 50'

(Amd. of5-20-97; Amd. of 12-17-02)



ARTICLE XIV. SIGNS* /^j f*\ Pa2e 3of4

Sec. 12-283. Unlawful cutting of trees or shrubs.

No person may, for the purpose of increasing or enhancing the visibility of any sian, damaae,
trim, destroy, or remove any trees, shrubs, orothervegetation located:

(1) Within the right-of-way of any public street or road, unless the work is done
pursuant to the express written authorization of the NCDOT or other agency having
jurisdiction over the streets.

(2) On property that is not under the ownership or control of the person doing or
responsible for such work, unless the work is done pursuant to the express written
authorization of the person owning the property where such trees orshrubs are located;

(3) In any area where such trees or shrubs are required to remain under a permit
issued under this chapter.

Sec. 12-284. Nonconforming signs.

(a) No person may engage in any activity that causes an increase in the extent of
nonconformity of a nonconforming sign. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, no
nonconforming sign may be enlarged or altered in such a manner as to aggravate'the
nonconforming condition, nor may any illumination be added to any nonconforming^sign.
(b) Anonconforming sign may not be moved or replaced except to brina the sign into complete
conformity with this chapter.

(c) If a nonconforming sign is destroyed by natural causes, it may not thereafter be repaired,
reconstructed, or replaced except in conformity with all ofthe provisions ofthis chapter, and the
remnants of the former sign structure shall be cleared from the land. For purposes of this
section, a nonconforming sign is "destroyed" if damaged to an extent that the cost of repairing
the sign to its former stature or replacing it with an equivalent sign equals or exceeds fifty (50)
percent ofthe value (tax value If listed for tax purposes) ofthe sign so damaged.

(d) The message ofa nonconforming sign may be changed so long as this does not create any
new nonconformities (for example, by creating an off-premises sign under circumstances where
such a sign would notbe allowed).

(e) Subject to the other provisions of this section, nonconforming signs may be repaired and
renovated so long as the cost of such work does not exceed, within any twelve-month period,
fifty (50) percent of the value (tax value if listed for tax purposes) of such sign.
(f) If a nonconforming sign other than a billboard advertises a business, service, commodity,
accommodation, attraction, or other enterprise or activity that is no longer operating or being
offered or conducted, that sign shall be considered abandoned and shall be removed within
thirty (30) days after such abandonment by the sign owner, owner of the property where the
sign is located, orother party having control over such sign.

(g) Anonconforming billboard rriay not be moved or replaced except to replace as a monopole
structure, if setback to the maximum extent possible and in complete conformity with other
requirements of this section. If a nonconforming billboard remains blank for a continuous period
of one hundred eighty (180) days, that billboard shall be deemed abandoned and shall, within
thirty (30) days after such abandonment, be altered to comply with this article or be removed by
the sign owner, owner of the property where the sign is located, or other person having control
over such sign. For purposes of this section, a sign is "blank" if:

(1) It advertises a business, service, commodity, accommodation, attraction, or other
enterprise or activity that is no longer operating or being offered orconducted;

(2) The advertising message it displays becomes illegible in whole or substantial part;
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(3) The advertising copy paid for by aparty other than the sign owner or promoting an
interest other than the rental of the sign has been removed

Sec. 12-285. On-premise signs.
(a) Business and/or identification signs shall be permitted in RA, NB, GB, LI and HI zoning
districts subject to the following regulations:

(1) One (1) attached sign per street front, size not to exceed one (1) square foot of area
per lineal foot of each building wall facing a public street.
(2) One (1) detached sign per development, except on lots having frontage on two (2)
or more streets, in which case two (2) detached signs per establishment shall be
permitted. Detached signs shall be limited to three (3) square feet per lineal foot or tne
front building wall facing a public street, or three hundred (300) square feet, whichever is
less.

(3) Signs may be illuminated or lighted, but non-flashing.
(b) Business and /or identification signs shall be permitted in the Corridor Protection Overlay

District (CP) subject to the following regulations:
(1) For a multiple tenant development: One (1) ground sign per street front not to
exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet in area. In addition, each establishment shall
be permitted one (1) attached sign at the place of occupancy not to exceed one (1)
square foot per lineal foot of each building wall facing a public street.
(2) Any other establishment: One (1) ground sign per street front not to exceed one
hundred (100) square feet in area. In addition, each establishment shall be permitted
one (1) attached sign at the place of occupancy not to exceed one (1) square .ooi p^r
lineal foot of each building wall facing a public street.

(3) All sians shall be a maximum of twelve (12) feet in height, and shall be located no
closer than ten (10) feet to the street right-of-way or fifteen (15) feet to the traveled
portion of a street where the right-of-way does not exist or cannot be determined.
(4) Signs may be illuminated or lighted, but not flashing.

(Amd. of 6-17-03)

Sees. 12-286-12-300. Reserved.



                                                                                                               
 

                          CITY OF KINGS MOUNTAIN 

                                         ZONING PERMIT FOR ELECTION SIGNS  
 
APPLICANT ________________________________________________________PHONE_________________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________________________   
 
 
PROPOSED USE – CAMPAIGN SIGNS FOR UPCOMING ELECTION  
 
ELECTION YEAR- __________________  
 
CANDIDATES NAME ________________________________________________________________________________   
 
REQUIREMENTS FOR PLACING SIGNS WITHIN THE CITY OF KINGS MOUNTAIN’S ZONING JURISDICTION.  THE 
FOLLOWING GUIDELINES ARE FROM SECTIONS 10-7 (d) AND 10-8 (7) OF THE CITY’S ZONING ORDINANCE:  
 
CAMPAIGN SIGNS REQUIRE A ZONING PERMIT ONLY – NO FEE ASSESSED 
 
EACH SIGN SHALL NOT EXCEED SIXTEEN (16) SQUARE FEET ON COMMERCIALLY ZONED PROPERTIES AND 
THREE (3) SQUARE FEET ON RESIDENTIALLY ZONED PROPERTIES.   
 
SIGNS MUST BE PLACED ON PRIVATE PROPERTY OUTSIDE OF CITY MAINTAINED STREET RIGHT OF WAYS.  
 
ALL SIGNS SHALL BE REMOVED WITHIN SEVEN DAYS AFTER THE ELECTION FOR WHICH THEY WERE MADE.  
 
CAMPAIGN AND ELECTION SIGNS SHALL NOT BE ATTACHED TO ANY UTILITY POLES  
 
NO CAMPAIGN SIGNS ARE ALLOWED TO BE PLACED ON ANY PROPERTY OWNED BY THE CITY OF KINGS 
MOUNTAIN –THE ONLY EXCEPTION IS AT A POLING SITE ON THE DAY OF THE ELECTION.  ALL SIGNS ARE 
REQUIRED TO BE REMOVED WITHIN ONE HOUR OF POLL CLOSING. 
 
CANDIDATES SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY AND ALL VIOLATIONS. 
 
__________________________________________________________ __________________________   
APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE                                                                       DATE  

 
IN 2011 GENERAL STATUTE 136-32 WAS ADOPTED TO ALLOW CAMPAIGN SIGNS TO BE PLACED IN THE RIGHT-
OF-WAYS ON DOT MAINTAINED STREETS WITHIN THE CITY OF KINGS MOUNTAIN. CANDIDATES WILL NEED TO 

CHECK THE GS OR WITH NCDOT FOR REQUIREMENTS FOR ALLOWABLE SIGN REQUIREMENTS.   
 

APPLICATION CAN BE BROUGHT BY IN PERSON TO 1013 N PIEDMONT AVENUE KM NC  28086 OR MAILED TO: 
CITY OF KINGS MOUNTAIN CODE ENFORCEMENT PO BOX 429 KINGS MOUNTAIN NC  28086 OR FAXED TO 704-

730-2106 OR EMAILED TO PEGGYH@CITYOFKM.COM   
ANY QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL 704-730-2108 – KM ZONING DEPARTMENT 

mailto:PEGGYH@CITYOFKM.COM�
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(J) Any sicn located with aCorridor Protection (CPD) zoning district sha!
comply with the requirements of Section 10-8.3.

12-1.3 Exempt Signs

The foilowing listed signs are ^K^
requirements of this Section and sh.H comply with me n f

ch^ll not constitute a hazard to sarety, healtn or puniic weuaic. l-a ^whichSi to be in violation shall be ordered corrected or removed.

(H)

(I)

(J)

(K)

(L)

(M)

(N)

(O)

(P)

(Q)

(R)

(S)

"^mporary political signs sM be remotei within 3C) days following
the event or election. Such signs are limited to 16 square feet in areaSd dS nofbe illuminated. In residential districts, no more> to 1
sion shall be permitted par lot for each_cand,dale or issue. No -an
shall bs attached to utility poles, traffic regulatory s.gns, or other
publicly maintained structures. •

Works ofartwith no commercial message.

Lights and decorations with no commercial message temporarily
displayed on traditionally adopted civic, patriotic or religious holidays.
Hand-carried signs.

Sians located on the interior of buildings, «^^£g££°f
other structures that are not intended to be seen rrom the exterior or
such structures.

in ~ rrf ffio United States State of North Carolina, locala^mmlt^^Jst'cns.'-foreign nations, and any other flags
adopted or sanctioned by the City.

Signs afflxed to vehicles and trailers used in thermal transport|of
goods or persons where the sign is incidental and accessor}
primary use of the vehicle or trailer.
Flags, emblems or insignia of corporate, political, professional,
fraternal, civic, religious, or educational organizations,

Historical or memorial plaques, tablets, or markers.

Signs painted or atta^edI to vendingjachines, g^ump, ice
!S^^X.SSy!SpS oroperating instructions.
Window signs painted on the inside of awindow.

Changing. copy of existingjWM M&g"**, g^W

'.2

Deputy Director
Highlight



1, J ;= ,TnDg 6S 3Dd °ther Pr°perfy 0fe,ectric- P°™r companies. It shall
tctak I!'0' Sny Pe.S°n WlHkfl],ly and Want0n1^ and wi*°«< *a consent of the own ,to take do™, remove injure obstruct, displace or destroy any line erected or constructed
for the transmission ofelectncal current, or any poles, towers, wires, conduits, cables
nsuUors or any support upon which wires or cables may be suspended, or any part of

r,hl.th , °rappUrtenances or aPParato connected therewith, or to sever any wire or
cable thereof or many manner to interrupt the transmission ofelectrical current over and
along any such Ime, or to take down, remove, injure or destroy any house, shop, buildin*
ort~T1Thm^ COnTf Wkh °r necessaly t0 the use of«* *» «*§Zur^T r,l tansm1SS.on ofelectrical current, or to wantonly or willfully cause
injury to any of the property mentioned in this section by means of fire. Any person
(-19 7,ncS919-rT P« f roo^thiV,oti0n Sha" bS **» °faClass 2^demeanor.(1907, c. 919, C.S., s. 4^28; 1993, c. 539, s. 94; 1994, Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

§136-32. Other than official signs prohibited. No unauthorized person shall erect or
maintain upon any h.ghway any warning or direction sign, marker, sianal or li^ht or
.mitauon ofany official sign, marker, signal or light erected under the provisions ofGS
136-30, except in cases ofemergency. No person shall erect or maintain upon any
highway any traffic or highway sign or signal bearing thereon any commercial
advertising: Provided, nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the erection or
maintenance ofsigns, markers, or signals bearing thereon the name ofan conization
authorized to erect the same by the Department of Transportation or by any local
auJionty referred to in GS. 136-31. Any person who shall violate any of the provisions
of this section shall be guilty ofaClass 1misdemeanor. The Department of

™Spr?C^nmayrem0Ve^^ 2 s 9(bVCS
?• ,o6(r); 27, a MS' "• 56' 5S: I933' C- 172> s- "i 1957, c 65, s. 1 •1973 507s '
Ex Sel;.:c424', s. ^Jf ** S£SS". '"^ °" '^*̂ ^ °' ** *^™>
19A NCAC 02E .0415 ADVERTISING SIGNS WITHIN RIGHT OF WAY
It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to erect or place any advertising
T™Sn'neX0Cept T'fi0n ^^ ^^''ng IgM approved by the Department of
of w,v n ' ?7 ^^°r tHe "ght °fWay thereof' 0r s° as t0 overhang the rightof way or to permit the erection or placing ofany advertising or other si^n as herein
feTse'dSS3KT ri§ht °r^ *'*"*"" °™ «* ^ ^ -ted,leased or claimed by such person, firm or corporation . It shall be unlawful for any
SSw °T COIP°ration rinat has erected, or placed, or permitted to be erected or
P'™i;,any adVertISm° 0r °?er.si^ as here!" Prohibited, or for any person, firm or
hiZTv rT8, rentmg' fmg °r C'ai'm!ng 3ny land 0Ver Which ahi§h^y orfnghway right of way is situated, and on which highway or highway right of way any
advertising or other sign has been erected or placed, to allow s°uch arising or oTer
signs toremain on state highway or right of way thereof.

History Note: Authority G.S. 136-18(10): 136-30-
Eff. July 1, 1978.
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§ 14-155. Injuring fixtures and other property of electric-power companies.
Itshall be unlawful for any person willfully and wantonly, and without the consent of the

owner, to take down, remove, injure, obstruct, displace or destroy any line erected or
constructed for the transmission of electrical current, or any poles, towers, wires, conduits,
cables, insulators or anysupport upon which wires or cables may be suspended, or any part of
any such line or appurtenances orapparatus connected therewith, or to-sever any wire or cable
thereof, or in any manner to interrupt the transmissionof electrical current over and along any
such line, or to take down, remove, injure or destroy any house, shop, buildingor other
structure or machinery connected with or necessary to the use of any line erected or
constructed for the transmission of electrical current, or to wantonly or willfully cause injury to
any of the property mentioned in this section by means of fire. Any person violating any of the
provisions of this section shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor. (1907, c. 919; C.S., s. 4328;
1993, c. 539, s. 94; 1994, Ex..Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c).)

§135-32. Regulation of signs.

(a) Commercial Signs. - No unauthorized person shall erect or maintain upon any
highway any warning or direction sign, marker, signal or light or imitation of any official sign,
marker, signal or light erected under the provisions of G.S. 136-30, except in cases of
emergency. No person shall erect or maintain upon any highway any traffic or highway sign_or
signal bearing thereon any commercial •or political advertising, except as provided in
subsections (b) through (e) of this section: Provided, nothing in this section shall be construed
to prohibit the erection or maintenance of signs, markers, or signals bearing thereon the name
of an organization authorized to erect the same by the Department of Transportation or by any
local authority referred to in G.S. 135-31. Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of
this section shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. The Department of Transportation may
remove any signs erected without authority or allowed to remain beyond the deadline
established in subsection (b) of this section.

(b) Compliant Political Signs Permitted. - During the period beginning on the 30th day
before the beginning date of "one-stop" early voting under G.S. 163-227.2 and ending on the
10 day after the primary or election day, persons may place political signs in the right-of-way
of the State highway system as provided in this section. Signs must be placed in compliance
with subsection (d) of this section and must be removed by the end of the period prescribed in
this subsection.

(c) Definition. - For purposes of this section, "political sign" means any sign that
advocates for political action. The term does not include a commercial sign.

(d) Sign Placement. - The permittee must obtain the permission of any property owner
of a residence, business, or religious institution fronting the right-of-way where a sign would be
erected. Signs must be placed in accordance with the following:

(1) No sign shall be permitted in the right-of-way of a fully controlled access
highway.

(2) No sign shall be closer than three feet from the edge of the pavement of the
road.



e.

(3) No sign shall obscure motorist visibility at an intersection.
(4) No sign shall be higher than 42 Inches above the edge of the pavement of the

road. ••"•

(5) No sign shall be larger than 864square inches.
(6) No sign shall obscure or replace another sign.
Penalties for Unlawful Removal of Signs. - It is a Class 3 misdemeanor for a person

to steal, deface, vandalize, or unlawfully remove a political sign that is lawfully placed under
this section.

(f) Application Within Municipalities. - Pursuant to Article 8 of Chapter 160A of the
General Statutes, a city may by ordinance prohibit or regulate the placement of political signs

•on rights-of-way ofstreets-located within the corporate limits of a municipality and maintained
by the municipality. In the absence of an ordinance prohibiting or regulating the placement of
political signs on the rights-of-way of streets located within a municipality and maintained by
the municipality, the provisions ofsubsections (b) through (e) ofthis section shall apply. (1921,
c. 2, s. 9(b); C.S., s. 3S46(r); 1927, c. 148, ss. 56, 58; 1933, c.'l72, s. 17; 1957, c. 65, s. 11; 1973,
c. 507, s.5;1977, c.454/s.7.1; 1991 (Reg. Sess., 1992), c. 1030, s.39; 1993, c. 539, s. 981; 1994,
Ex. Sess., c. 24, s. 14(c); 2011-408, s. 1.)

19A NCAC 02E .0415 Advertising signs within right of way
Itshall be unlawful for anyperson, firm or corporation to erect or place anyadvertising

orother sign, except regulation traffic and warning signs approved by the Department of
Transportation, on any highway orthe right ofway thereof, orso as to overhang the right of
way, orto permit the erection or placing ofany advertising orother sign, as herein prohibited, ,
on a ny highway right ofway which is situated over any land owned, rented, leased orclaimed
by such person, firm or corporation . It shall be unlawful for any person, firm orother
corporation that has erected, or placed, or permitted to be erected or placed, any advertising or
other sign, as herein prohibited, orfor any person, firm orcorporation owning, renting, leasing
orclaiming any land over which a highway or highway right ofway is situated, and on which
highway or highway right ofway any advertising orother sign has been erected or placed, to
allow such advertising or othersigns to remain o nstate highway or right ofway thereof.
History Note: Authority G.S. 135-18(10);136-30; A . -

Eff. July 1,1978.



To: All Cleveland County Candidates
From : Bruce Boyles, Superintendent
Re: Political Activity in Schools
Date: August 25, 2011

As the new school year begins and your candidacy for elected office in Cleveland
County continues, I want to remind you of the pohcies of the Cleveland County
Board of Education related to political activities in schools and at school events.

School Board Policy prohibits the involvement of our staff in political activities
during their working hours. Specifically, the policy states that.. "No person employed
by the Cleveland County Board of Education shall engage in partisan political
activity during the employee's working hours or at any time the employee is
performing his or her job duties for the school system. No employee may use school
equipment at any time for apartisan political activity:1 Pohcies further state, "Non-
students shall not be permitted to distribute publications on school grounds 'during
the school day or at school activities:' •

Further, political signs should not be placed on school property,The only exception
to this requirement mour board policies permit that, "On election days at schools
used as polling places, candidates may place posters on school property and
campaign workers may offer prospective voters printed material in accordance with
restrictions imposed on those activities and the respective boards of elections:1

As you conduct your campaign I hope you will refrain from involving our school
personnel m activities prohibited by board policy. Also, please help us avoid
conflicts by ensuring political signs are not placed on school property.

Educating our students is challenging work without the distraction of political
activities. I trust you will respect our staff and their efforts to adhere to policies
established by the board of education. Thank you for your assistance with these
matters and good luck as you continue with your campaign.

B^ £p~ #*% H""*B1 &B*" ES=B
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0C1 22 2012

CLEVELAND CO. BD. ELECTiOi
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Cleveland County Board of Education Policy Manual

2000 - School, Parent and Community Relations

Activity of Non-Students and Non-School Groups, Vendors, Agents, and Representatives in the
Schools

2320

Active

G.S. 14-238; G.S. 115C-36, -47(6); G.S. 163-129; U.S. Constitution, 1st Amendment

September 13, 2004

OCT 22 2012

CLEVELAND CO. 3D. ELECTION

TIME BY.

No agent, solicitor, peddler, or other person or organization shall solicit, advertise, offer for sale, or sell any subscription,
policy, service, article, or thing whatsoever to any employee or student in any Cleveland County school v/hile the
employee or student is upon the premises of the public school during the hours the public school is in session or during the
working day, without the prior written consent of the superintendent,.principalor principal's designee.
Professional association representatives are not permitted to conduct association business on school campuses except
as expressly approved by the superintendent or designee. Representatives shall contact the principals, with prior approval
from the superintendent, and with the principal's permission, may contact school personnel on a voluntary basis and not
during instructional time.
Except as provided in this policy, non-students shall not be permitted to distribute publications on school grounds during
the school day or at school activities. Materials directly related to instruction or a school-sponsored activity may be
distributed with the prior approval of the superintendent, superintendent's designee or principal.
On election days at schools used as polling places, candidates may place posters on school property and campaign
workers may offer prospective voters printed campaign material inaccordance with the restrictions imposed on those
activities by law and the respective boards of elections.
Under no circumstances will any activity permitted under this or any other policy be construed to create a forum for
communication by any member of the public. Advertising, ifpermitted, is expressly limited to identifying information such
as names, addresses, and telephone numbers.

inmnnn ojj ju

Deputy Director
Highlight



BoardDocs® Pro
https://www.boarddocs.com/nc/ccs/Board.nsfiTrivate?open&loai

^Cleveland
County
SCHOOLS

Book Cleveland County Board of Education Policy Manual
Section 2000 - School, Parent and Community Relations lTl^r^£'**fe „
me Use of School Facilities "" **** W£•# $

Number 2410 nr>

Status Active P. ^ ^ *0#
Legal G.S. 115C-527(b); 115C-204 et seq. Ti^p C°- §0. Pi Frr,
Adopted October 10, 2004 """""—~ C
Last Revised May 11, 2009 ~~~~"~

rerfrfJSS?„^ B°fv°f EdU,Cati°n end°rSeS communlty use of school facilities for civic, cultural, educational,
anT^Ztitnr Tr! n S° 'T9 f Th US"e d°eS n0t COnf"'Ct With the Use of sch00' faci,ities for sch°0' Purposesand activities, state or federal law or local ordinance, or the proper care and maintenance of school property
The superintendent or designee is authorized to enter into agreements for use of school facilities or property for terms of
one year or less All such agreements shall be reviewed and approved by the school attorney as to form The
Ses PreP2re ^ Sdminister re9ulations 2nd Procedures otherwise necessary for the general use of school

^^ttottSl^T*^ SfaCi"ty ^Pr°Perty £h2" ^ USSd ^"n0n"Sch001 gr0UP withoL;t 2n ^reement entered
Classification for Facility Use
Each request for use of aschool facility shall be classified as to one of the following categories and assessed
corresponding charges, ihe principal shall have discretion in category placement, but whenever there is doubt as to
classification of use, the superintendent or designee should be contacted.
A. School-related organizations including, but not limited to, the Communities in Schools Prooram, adult education
sponsored by the board in cooperation with various community colleges, after-school programs, and parent-teacher or
™2£r °rhgan,2Stl0ns °r 2ss°C'2tions. ihese organizations shall be given priority over organizations that are rot school-
reiatco. mere is no charge except for personnel as required by the principal.
BNon-profit organized recreational groups, community-oriented organizations, civic groups, private non-profit groups
pnnliflt f 9°^rnTental 2SenC,'eS- Th6re iS aCharge f°r Personne|. ss required by the principal, utilities (when 'applicable) in addition to non-profit rental charges.
C Commercial profit-making businesses, organizations, or individuals selling aproduct or providing aservice for a fee
lhere is a charge for personnel as required by the principal, in addition to for-profit rental

Rules Governing Facility Use

1. Any phase of public education including the instructional program, recreational, entertainment, athletic, or any other
programs conducted by school personnel to promote the welfare of the school and community shall have priority over

2. Facilities may be made available for non-school use on ayear-round basis, including leoal holidays, subject to the
availability of facilit.es and approved individuals to supervise facilities and perform custodial services, and in accordance
with other provisions of this policy.
3. Auser of school facilities shall not sublet the use of school facilities or assign or transfer its permit to use school
facilities oany other person or organization without the express written permission of the appropriate school official
r r52? qqC uQn u mt US6d f°r PaftiSan P°litiCal 3Ctivities- Political meeti"gs as defined by G.S. 115C-527 andc^.b. 163-99 shall be permitted in accordance with those statutes.
5 Aone-year limit shall exist for an agreement for the use of aschool facility by aspecific group. If arequest for renewal
is submitted, such request shall be treated as a new application.
6. Any games of chance or other forms of gambling that are illegal by state or federal law are prohibited on school
premises.

7. Possession, consumption or sale of alcoholic beverages is prohibited on school premises
8. Possession ofweapons is prohibited on school premises.
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9. Possession, consumption, distribution, or sale of illegal drugs is prohibited on school premises.
10. In accordance with the board's tobacco free policy, the display or use of tobacco products is prohibited on school
premises. Tobacco use is prohibited inside school buildings.
11. A school employee, at user's expense, may be required to be on duty when a school building is used or rented as
required by the principal. This employee shall not be directly responsible for the supervision of the activity. If, in the
opinion of the principal, additional supervision of an intended use of a school facility is needed for crowd control and/or to
protect the board's property, the principal may require either that additional school employees are on duty to assist with
the supervision of the activity at the user's expense and/or that security be provided by law enforcement or by the
organization or individual using the facility at the user's expense.
12. The use of kitchen equipment such as dishwashers and mixers is prohibited except under the supervision of an
approved food services employee as determined by the principal.
13. In accordance with G. S. 115C0524(b), non-school groups may use school property for other than school purposes
so long as such use is consistent with the proper preservation and care of the property. In all cases, the user will be held
responsible for one hundred percent (100%) of any damages to board property and equipment that occurs in connection
with its use of the facility.
14. Pursuant to G. S. 1150524(b), the Cleveland County Board of Education shall not be held liable for personal injury
suffered by reason of the use of school property under an agreement pursuant to this policy. All non-school use of school
property or facilities shall be pursuant to an agreement entered in accordance with this policy.
15. Teams may charge admission and may operate their own concession stand onlywith the principal's approval. A
schedule of games must be sent to the principal or designee.
Fee Schedule for Facilities Use

The fee schedule will be available in the office of the superintendent and each principal's office. The fee schedule will be
periodically updated by the superintendent with the approval of the board.
Hourly rates for employees will be the actual hourly rate of the individual employed plus retirement and social security
costs. Ifovertime is involved this amount will be multiplied by 1.5. A deposit of $100.00 is required to cover the personnel
cost for each event.. All accounts will be settled within 5 business days following the event.
All facility charges must be paid to the Cleveland County schools at least five (5) business days prior to the intended use
of the facilities. Groups using facilities on an on-going basis will be billed quarterly with payment due at least five (5)
business days prior to that quarter's use.
Procedure for Facility Use Application

The superintendent shall prepare and provide to principals a standard application form for the use of school facilities.
Anyagency, group or individual interested in using a school facility must submit a completed application to the principal of
the facility desired at least 10 business days prior to the date of the intended use. The principal or designee shall be
responsible for deciding who may use the local facilities and for setting the date and time of such usage subject to board
policy.
Applications must be signed by an authorized representative of the organization who is 18 years of age or older. In case
of an individual user, the individual must be 18 years of age or older.
Approval of Application for Facility Use

The principal shall evaluate each application for use of a school facility as to the intended use. In the event the principal
does not recommend use in a specific case, he or she shall return a copy of the application to the party requesting use
and explain that the request does not have his or her recommendation.
Any person or organization may request a review of a decisionmade by school personnel pursuant to this policy.
Requests for review must be submitted to the superintendent inwriting within 10 days of the decision to be reviewed.
Termination and Cancellation

An agreement to use school facilities may be canceled by either the user or appropriate school official for good cause
provided five (5) days notice is given to the other party. This provision may be amended only by mutual agreement of the
parties. Ifno good cause is shown for cancellation, the user shall forfeit fifty percent (50%) of the rental fee or other
charges.

mmnnn q-ak avf


